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Call for Papers 
Geographical and social mobility—often seen as interdependent—have been pivotal tropes 
throughout American literature and culture. More often than not, American narratives and per-
formances of mobility celebrate individualism, in line with dominant models of American subject 
formation, in the service of nation building: journeys of exploration and ‘discovery,’ the Puritan 
‘errand into the wilderness,’ westward expansion, the upward social mobility associated with the 
American Dream, or space exploration as the tackling of “final” frontiers are articulated in mobility 
narratives and performances from the 15th century to the present. Their protagonists—explorers 
and adventurers, pioneers and immigrants searching for The Promised Land (Mary Antin), pilots 
and astronauts—have since been cast as heroic figures of exceptional achievement. 

Recent mobility studies scholarship has called into question such dominant scripts for the ways in 
which they have served to obliterate American immobilities and forced mobilities, from the Atlan-
tic slave to the Caribbean refugee and the deported migrant (to name but a few). Cultural geogra-
phers like Tim Cresswell have shown that forms of mobility which are ideologically and culturally 
legitimized often depend on types of mobility that are illegal(ized) or socially unsanctioned, as well 
as on the immobilizing of Others. This is also one of the core perspectives explored by the Universi-
ty of Vienna’s interdisciplinary Research Platform “Mobile Cultures and Societies” (www.mobile-
cultures.univie.ac.at). 

On these grounds, this conference sets out to examine the hegemonic and essentialist notion that 
“to be an American is to go somewhere” (John Urry), by bringing in sub- and transnational per-
spectives as well as gender-, race-, and class-critical angles, from the colonial period to the 21st 
century. We seek papers and panels that problematize dominant scripts of US mobility, reflecting 
also on an age in which solidifying borders are again on the rise on both sides of the Atlantic and 
inhibit the mobility of many, while leaving untouched that of a few. 

Possible topics for presentations may include, but are not limited to: 
* the im/mobilities of settler colonialism, US expansionism, and American imperialism 
* African American im/mobilities, from the plantation to the Great Migration & mass incarceration 
* racialized/ethnicized im/mobilities (e.g. Japanese-American internment, immigrant & border 

narratives) 
* “minor” forms of mobility: everyday/domestic/intimate forms of mobilities 
* gendered and queer dimensions of im/mobility (e.g. the representation of “unsafe” spaces) 
* mediated im/mobilities and their genres, from travel literature to the road movie 
* ecocritical perspectives on mobilities  
* alternative and resistant forms of im/mobility 
* Great Depression mobilities, from Okies to Arkies 
* maritime and outer-space mobilities, from pirates to cruiseship tourism and space exploration 
* performamces of im/mobility, from heritage tourism to truck driving and forms of protests 

Keynote Speakers: 
Hester Blum (Pennsylvania State University, President C19) 
Heike Paul (University of Erlangen-Nürnberg) 
Mimi Sheller (Drexel University, Director, Center for Mobilities Research and Policy) 
 
Please send individual paper (200 words, suitable for 20-minute papers) or full panel proposals 
(incl. panel description) along with a short bio statement to the conference organizers Alexandra 
Ganser (alexandra.ganser@univie.ac.at) and Leopold Lippert (leopold.lippert@univie.ac.at) by 
May 15, 2018. 


