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  Deutsche Gesellschaft für Amerikastudien e.V.  
Norbert-Wollheim-Platz 1, 60323 Frankfurt am Main 
 
An 
 

  19. Oktober 2024 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Sir or Madam, 
 
as President of the German Association for American Studies, I would 
like to strongly advocate on behalf of the board and advisory council for 
the continuation of funding for the German-American Centers by the 
Federal Government. The planned reduction of funds from 990,000 
euros to 550,000 euros would severely jeopardize the valuable work of 
these institutions and have far-reaching negative consequences for 
transatlantic relations and the promotion of democracy in Germany. 
 
The German-American Centers play a unique role as mediators between 
academic research and the general public. With around 3,000 events 
annually, they reach about 220,000 participants, including 40,000 
students and 1,500 teachers. This impressive reach underscores the 
importance of the centers as transmission belts for scientific knowledge 
and cultural exchange. 
 
At a time when democratic values are under pressure worldwide, the 
German-American Centers make an indispensable contribution to 
strengthening our free democratic order. Their diverse programs for 
political education, cultural events, and exchange programs not only 
promote understanding of the USA but also strengthen democratic 
awareness in Germany. 
 
The broad geographical distribution of the centers, which enables 
transatlantic dialogue even in structurally weak and rural regions, is 
particularly noteworthy. The German-American Institute Saxony, as the 
only institution of its kind in the new federal states, is doing particularly 
important work in view of the political challenges there. The work of the 
German-American Centers is not a short-term measure, but a long-term 
investment in the future of German-American relations. In view of global 
challenges such as climate change, security threats, and economic 
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uncertainty, a strong transatlantic partnership is more important than 
ever. 
 
We urgently appeal to the Federal Government to reconsider the 
planned funding cut and to continue funding the German-American 
Centers at least at the current level of 990,000 euros. In view of rising 
costs, an increase in funding would even be appropriate to secure the 
important work of these institutions in the long term. 
 
The German-American Centers are indispensable actors in maintaining 
and developing transatlantic relations. They make a significant 
contribution to promoting democracy, international understanding, and 
political education in Germany. Their work is of inestimable value, 
especially in times of increasing international tensions and growing anti-
democratic tendencies. 
 
Let us work together to ensure that these important institutions can 
continue their valuable work. A reduction in funding would not only be a 
setback for German-American relations but also for the strengthening of 
our democracy. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Prof. Dr. Christian Lammert  
Präsident 
 
 
 


