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Welcome

The American way of life has often been a religious one. From 
the early days of Puritan New England to today's megachurches, 
public and private cultures have been shaped by strongly-held 
religious convictions to a degree unparalleled elsewhere in the 
global North. One cannot hope to understand U.S. politics, society, 
or culture without paying close attention to religion. While some 
commentators have recently noted a weakening of religious 
influence on national politics, the evidence is as yet inconclusive 
and the �008 Presidential elections will be a testing ground for the 
future role of religion in the United States.

The centrality of religion for the American experience not only puts 
to the test time-honored Weberian notions that modernization and 
secularization go hand in hand but also calls for cross-cultural 
comparisons relating the US-American situation to the global 
resurgence of faith-based politics and religious revivals.

The keynotes and workshops at this Conference will provide 
engaging analyses and invite sustained reflections on the wide 
range of questions associated with religious experiences and 
formations in the United States from a transatlantic perspective.
 

Rüdiger Kunow

President, German Association for American Studies
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Thursday, May 31, 2007
 
Ruhr-Universität Bochum, Veranstaltungszentrum (Mensa)

Prof. Dr. Rüdiger Kunow, President of the DGfA/GAAS

Prof. Dr.-Ing. Peter Awakowicz, Vice Rector for Research,
Ruhr-Universität Bochum

Constance Colding Jones, Director of the Office of Public Affairs, 
U.S. General Consulate, Düsseldorf

Featured Lecture
(04/Saal 2)
Paul S. Boyer (University of Wisconsin, Madison):
"Evangelical Dogmas, Innovative Strategies, Activist Politics: 
America's Post-1970 Religious Revival and Its Public-Policy 
Implications"

Reception of the DGfA and the City of Bochum
(Lounge, Mensa)

Welcoming Address
Bügermeisterin Erika Stahl, Bochum

10:00
Editorial Board Meeting (not open to the public)
(01/Seminarraum 2)

1�:00
DGfA/GAAS Board Lunch (not open to the public)
(Restaurant Chianti, Buscheyplatz 13)

1�:00
DGfA/GAAS Board Meeting (not open to the public)
(01/Seminarraum 2)

15:00
Women's Caucus Meeting
(04/Saal 1)

17:00
Conference Opening and Welcoming Addresses
(04/Saal 2)
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Friday, June 1, 2007

Ruhr-Universität Bochum, Veranstaltungszentrum (Mensa)

9:00
Featured Lecture
(04/Saal 2)
David D. Hall (Harvard Divinity School):
"Can the Present Teach Us about the Past in American Religious 
History?"

10:�5
Featured Lecture
(04/Saal 2)
Heather Hendershot (CUNY):
"Christian Fundamentalist Radio and American Right-Wing 
Politics: An Examination of the Historical Linkages between the 
Old Christian Right and the New Christian Right"

Early Americanists Lunch with David Hall
(Restaurant Chianti, Buscheyplatz 13)

1�:00
Workshops

Workshop 1
(04, Saal 3) 

"Religiöse Erlebniswelten und gesellschaftliche 
Partizipation in der amerikanischen Religionsentwicklung 
nach 1945" / "Religious Experience and Sociopolitical 
Participation in Post-1945 America"

Chair:
Manfred Berg (Heidelberg)

Participants:
Uta Balbier (Washington, D.C.):
"Religious Life and Political Participation in American Evangelicalism, 
19�5 to 1960"

1�:�0



6

Karsten Fitz (Regensburg):
"'A very concerted effort to train top leaders': Christian 
Fundamentalism and Radical Political Conservatism in American 
Christian Colleges"

Axel Schäfer (Keele, UK):
"Cold War Public Policy, Religious Social Activism and the Rise of 
the Christian Right, 19�5-1990"

Workshop 2
(04/Saal 2a)

"Beyond the Mainstream: Religious Outsiders in the 
United States"

Chair:
Britta Waldschmidt-Nelson (München)
Heike Bungert (Köln) 

Participants:
Margit Peterfy (Mainz):
"'Miss Sally, Are You a Quaker? Then You Are a Tory': Questions of 
Identity in Times of War in the Writings of Sarah Wister"

Rüdiger Heinz (Freiburg):
"The Making of New Americans: The Mormons in the U.S."

Rüdiger Wersich (Frankfurt am Main):
"An Uncompromising Religious Minority: The Old Order Amish 
(Mennonites)"

Christian Werner (Braunschweig):
"Peace Churches in Times of War"
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Anne-Marie Scholz (Bremen):
"The Role of the Religious Outsider in the Southern Black Church 
on the Eve of the Civil Rights Movement: The Case of Vernon 
Johns"

Carol Renner (Regensburg):
"The Other Minority: Atheism in America Today"

Workshop 3
(04/ Saal 2b)

"Dis/Enchanted? Religion and Ethnicity in American 
Culture"

Chair:
Ingrid Gessner (Regensburg)
Bärbel Höttges (Mainz)

Participants:
Nicole Waller (Mainz):
"'Divine providence doesn't generally knock twice': Religious 
Cosmologies in Caribbean American Literature"

Nassim W. Balestrini (Mainz):
"Of Virgins and Witches: Religiosity and Ethnic Identity in Sandra 
Cisneros's Caramelo (�00�)"

Marta Lysik (Berlin):
"'The good priest tells us that miracles are part of ordinary life': 
Religion, Gender and Magico-Religious Realism in Louise Erdrich's
The Last Report on the Miracles at Little No Horse"

Birgit Däwes (Würzburg):
"'The Unseen World Intrudes As If It Were Seen': Spiritual 
Coordinates of Identity in Contemporary Native American Drama"
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Kerstin Knopf (Greifswald):
"Religion, Spiders, and Colonialism in Indigenous Film: Chris 
Eyre's Skins as Trickster Discourse"

Eriko Ogihara (Dortmund):
"Politics of Clarification in an Inter-Religious Dialogue: American

Workshop 4
(04, Saal 1)

"American Judaism" 

Chair:
Bettina Hofmann (Wuppertal)
Cornelia Wilhelm (Rutgers University) 

Participants:
Lotfi Ben Rejeb (University of Ottawa):
"Mordecai Manuel Noah and the Promise of America"

Christian Bala (Bochum):
"Conservatism and Judaism: A Perfect Match?"

Bonnie Jean Broughton (Jena):
"Sacred and Secular Religion in the Writings of E.L. Doctorow"

Monika Müller (Stuttgart/Potsdam):
"From Ancient European Trickster to American Superhero:  
The Golem in Recent American Fiction"

Nathan Abrams (University of Wales):
"'I don't roll on Shabbos!': American Judaism on Film, 1990 to the 
Present"

Film Critics' Construction of Japanese Animism"
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17:�0
Information Session
(04/Saal 3)

"Online-Informationsressourcen für Amerikastudien"

Chair:
Holger Kersten (Magdeburg)

Participants:
Wilfried Enderle (Göttingen): 
"Neue Medien und wissenschaftliche Bibliotheken: Auf dem 
Weg zur vollständigen Digitalisierung geisteswissenschaftlicher 
Fachinformation?"

Jens Mittelbach (Göttingen):
"Informationsdienste der Virtual Library of Anglo-American 
Culture"

Olaf Simons (Oldenburg):
"Modellprojekt für digitales Editieren: Das Verlagshaus Pierre 
Marteau"

Angelika Pfaller (Tübingen) / Michael Wala (Bochum):
"Quellen zur Geschichte der USA: Quellenedition auf CD-ROM zum 
UTB-Band von Heideking / Mauch"

August A. Imholtz, Jr. (Chester, VT):
"Digitale Volltextcorpora für American Studies: Early American 
Imprints und Early American Newspapers"

Tamara Pianos (Kiel):
"Von der Ethnologie bis zu den Wirtschaftswissenschaften: Fach-
portale mit Amerika-Ressourcen in vascoda, dem Portal für die 
Wissenschaft"
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Saturday, June 2, 2007

Universität Dortmund, Campus Nord, Emil-Figge-Str. 50

9:00
Featured Lecture
(Hörsaal 1)
Lawrence Meredith (University of the Pacific, Stockton, CA):
"Promises to Keep: Evangelical Vision, Pentecostal Fire, and the 
American Dream"

10:�0
DGfA Business Meeting / Mitgliederversammlung 
(Hörsaal 1)

1�:15
PGF Lunch 
(Restaurant Wiewaldi, Baroper Str. 235)

15:00
Workshops

Workshop 5
(R. 1.211)

"Religious Discourse and 'Gendered' Voices in 19th-
Century Literature"

Chair:
Katja Kanzler (Leipzig) 
Birgit Spengler (Frankfurt am Main) 

Participants:
Katja Kanzler (Leipzig):
"'Christianity in the Kitchen': Religious Authority and the Writing 
of the Domestic in Mid-19th-Century Cookbooks"

Jutta Zimmermann (Jena):
"Religion, Science, and Interdiscursivity in American Fiction at 
Mid-Nineteenth Century: Gendered Representations of Reality"
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Gabriele Pisarz-Ramírez (Leipzig):
"Priests in Drag: Anti-Catholicism, Gender, and Race in Rosamond; 
or: A Narrative of the Captivity and Sufferings of an American 
Female under Popish Priests, in the Island of Cuba"

Kirsten Twelbeck (Hannover):
"Civil War Church-Hopping, or: Why a Cross-Dressed Spy Enlisted 
for Jesus"

Ina Bergmann (Würzburg):
"Little Pilgrim vs. New Woman: Socio-Religious Conformism and 
Female Emancipation in Alcott's Little Women and Freeman's 
'Louisa'"

Workshop 6
(R. 0.215, Medienzentrum)

"Teaching Religion as Part of American Culture in the
EFL-Classroom"

Chair:
Laurenz Volkmann (Jena)
Jürgen Donnerstag (Köln) 

Participants:
Bonnie Jean Broughton (Jena): 
"Practical Advice on Teaching 'Religion in American Culture'"

Jochen Baier (Schwäbisch Gmünd): 
"About the Crucifixion of an American Crusader: A Mixed Bunch of 
Religion and Politics in Tennessee Williams's Sweet Bird of Youth"

Nancy Grimm (Jena):
"The Spiritual Boss: Religious References and Imagery in Selected 
Songs by Bruce Springsteen and Their Use in the EFL-Classroom"
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Christine Strobl (Eichstätt):
"Hail Mary, full of grace = Gegrüßet seist Du, Maria?: Growing up 
Catholic in the US and Bavaria"

Jürgen Donnerstag (Köln):
"Evangelicals and American Popular Culture: Prophesy Novels and 
the End of Time"

Workshop 1 cont'd.
(R. 1.112)

"Religiöse Erlebniswelten und gesellschaftliche 
Partizipation in der amerikanischen Religionsentwicklung 
nach 1945" / "Religious Experience and Sociopolitical 
Participation in Post-1945 America"

Chair:
Manfred Berg (Heidelberg)

Participants:
Johanna Roering (Tübingen): 
"'God is With You': Religious Themes and Sprirituality in U.S. 
Soldier Weblogs from Iraq"

Maude Hines (Portland, OR) / Lutz Schowalter (Trier): 
"Closer to the End Every Day: Left Behind and Its Predecessors?"

Anthony Santoro (Heidelberg): 
"'With Justice Shall You Judge Your Neighbor': Religion and the 
Death Penalty in Virginia, 1976-�006"

PGF Workshop
(R. 2.112)

Chair:
Gunter Süß (Chemnitz) 
Antje Tober (Chemnitz) 
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Participants:
Marcel Hartwig (Chemnitz) and Ruth Becker (Dortmund) on 
Lawrence Meredith

Raphaela Holinski (Bochum) on Paul Boyer

Diedrich Vorberg (Dortmund) on Michael Hochgeschwender

Elisa Schweinfurth (Bochum) on Heather Hendershot

Timothy Goering (Bochum) on David Hall 

18:�0
Reception at the Universität Dortmund
(Experimentierhalle Maschinenbau, Campus Süd, Baroper Str. 
299)

Welcoming Addresses

Prof. Dr. Eberhard Becker, Rector, Universität Dortmund 

Prof. Dr. Matthias Kleiner, President, Deutsche 
Forschungsgemeinschaft / German Research Foundation

Performance: Songs and Stories
Roland Heinrich (Berlin): "Common Verse"
accompanied by Oldrik Scholz (bass)

Presentation of wines from Südtirol/Alto Adige by Heike Platter 
(Bozen/Bolzana)

Afterwards:
Conference Party
(Experimentierhalle Maschinenbau, Campus Süd, Baroper Str. 
299)
DJ Mike Jasper
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Sunday, June 3, 2007

Universität Dortmund, Campus Nord, Emil-Figge-Str. 50

9:�0
Forum
(Hörsaal 1)
"Secularization and its Discontents"

11:00
Featured Lecture 
(Hörsaal 1)
Michael Hochgeschwender (München):
"A Religion of the Modern Man: 19th-Century American Spiritualism 
in a Transatlantic Perspective"

1�:�5 

End of Conference 

Registration Office

Bochum
Veranstaltungszentrum, 0�/08�

Dortmund
Emil-Figge-Str. 50, R. 0.�1�

Hours

Thu 1�:00-17:00 
Fri 8:�0-16:00 
Sat 8:�0-16:00
Sun 9:00-11:00

Directions

For directions use this link:
www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/dgfa�007/travel.htm



15

Maps

Universitätsstr.
Exit “Uni-Mitte”

Hustadtring

B
o
c
h
u
m
C
it
y

Schinkelstr.

P

P

S
ti
e
p
e
le
r
S
tr
.

ste
n e

Oe
re
d s
tr.

M
a
x-
Im
d
a
h
l-
S
tr
.

Uni-West

Parking West

W
e
s
ts
tr
.

G-Südstr.

G-Nordstr.

G
A

G
C

G
B

M-Nordstr.

T
Z
R

U
T
C

M
A

I-Nordstr. Lennershofstr. Schattbachstr.

RUHR-UNIVERSITÄT BOCHUM

K
o
n
ra
d
-Z
u
s
e
-S
tr
.

Lennershofstr.

Lise Meitner Allee

P

O
s
ts
tr
.I-Südstr.

N-Nordstr.

University of Applied Sciences

Im Lottental

Botanical Garden

Mensa

Audi Max N
D

N
A

N
B

N
C

RZ

P
N-Südstr.

Uni-Ost

r oc 43K euz B hum/Witten A

Autobahnkreuz
Bochum / Witten

Exit “Bo-Querenburg/
Ruhr-Universität”

N

Conference Center (Veranstaltungszentrum, VZ)

Faculty of Medicine

Faculty of Engeneering

Faculty of Natural Sciences

Faculty of Humanities

Central Units (Administration)

Road

Footpath

Controlled Access

Elevator

U35 - Subway Station

P

P

P

P

P

H
I
C

H
I
A

H
I
B

I
A

I
B

I
C

ZN

19

19

42

43

44

43

MAP

U i i ts
n vers tä str.

ät

niversit

t .

U

ss
r

x t
i t

E i “Uni-M t e”

VZ

U35 - Ruhr-Universität

P in a Eark g Gar ge ntrances

Library

Conference 
Location



16


